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The PRESIDENT tuok the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING IN OF
MEMBER,

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
writ for the North-East Province election
showing that Richard Greenszlade Moore has
been eleeted. I am ready to swear him
in now.

The Hon. R. G. Moore took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION
MOTOR CONTRIBUTIONS.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What has been the total expen-
diture to date on our main roads? 2, What
proportion has heen provided from State
funds? 3, What is the estimated contribu-
tion by motor ear and truck owners in this
State—(a) total amount of customs duty
levied on petrol; (b} all lubricating oils and
greuses? 4, What is the total amount of
these duties collected from motorists re-
turned to the State Government by the Com-
monwealth for the purposes of road eon-
struction and maintenance?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
do not know whether the whole of this in-
formation ean be obtained. In any event,
it will mean a great deal of work and ex-
pense, and so I must ask the hon. memher
te move for a return.

QUESTION—MOTOR VEHICLES,
LICENSES.
Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief See-
retary—Will he supply informaiion showing:
1, The total number of private cars licensed
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in the metropolitan area? 2, The total
amount of license fees collected? 3, The
number of motor trucks licensed in the met-
ropolitan arca? 4, The fees paid on l-ton,
30.cwt., 2-ton trucks in the metropolitan
area? 5, The extra amount collected on such
class of truck for carrier’s license? 6, The
total amount of fecs collected for trucks in
the metropoliton area? 7, The total num-
her of private cars licensed in the country
or outside the metropolitan area? §, The
total amount of license fees collected op
those vehieles? 9, The total number of mo-
tor trucks licensed outside the metropolitan
aren? 10, The fees paid on 1-ton, 30-ewt,
24ou trucks? 11, The total fees collected
on trucks outside the metropolitan areat
12, The extra fees imposed on 1-ton, 30-cwt.,
2-ton truck owners plying for hire which
necessitates their using main roads? 13,
The total amount collected from such own-
ers? 14, The total amount collected from
drivers’ licenses as issued hy the police¥
15, The total amount collected for bus and
taxi ]icenseps?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
do not know whether the whoie of this in-
{ormation can be obtained. In any event,
it will mean a great deal of work and ex-
pense, and so I must ask the hon. member
to move for a return.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Health Act Amendment,
2, Marriage Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

3, Western Australian
and Soldiers’ Relief Fund.

Returned to the Assembly with an amend-
ment.

Aged Sailors

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd November.
HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.41]:
The Bill I think is overdne. For two years
past we have realised the nceessity for
special taxation to assist in dealing with
unemployment. The only fair way in which
to impose such taxation is something in
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the nature of a tax of this deseription,
which brings in the whole of the workers
“in the State to take a fair share of the
cost of providing unemployment relief.

Hon, G. Fraser: It is simply penalising
' those to whom you propese to give the re-
lief,

Hon. H. SEDDOX: One cannot help be-
ing influenced by the dizecussion that has
taken place day after day on this pro-
posal.

"7 Hon, C. B. Williums: Not in this 1ouse.

Hon, H. SEDDON: No, not in this
House. The most has been made of the
“oceasion to present the Bill in as unfav-
.ourable a light as possible. The eriticism
has mostly been directed on the seore of
the sustenance workers and those who,
from the nature of their oncenpation, are
‘receiving a very low rate of remuneration.
The effect generally npon the people of
Western Australin has been prejudicial to
‘the Bill. The exemptions provided for
‘single men receiving £1 a week and mar-
ried men receiving £2 a week have to some
cxtent minimised that effect. We all sym-
pathise with the man on sustenance.

Hon. T. Moore: Merely sympathise?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The present Govern-
ment have done more for that man than
have any other Goverment in Australia.
If that is not practical sympathy. I do not
know what is. And it is within the power
of the Government if they find that this
man is in a very difficult position to relieve
him of the tax by allowing him to engage
in snstenance work. and se make up the
difference.

Hon. A. Clydesdale: Where is he likely
to get it.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: The Government will
provide that work, and so improve the posi-
tion of that man. The Bill is an honest at-
tempt to meet our expenses as we go
along instead of, as in the past, passing
the cost of unemployment relief on to the
eoming generation. We should attempt to
meet the cost out of revenue. Even at a
time like this, such an objective is to be
desired, for it will bring its own reward
m the shape of a reduction of interest on
onr loans. I wish to deal with the man-
ner in which this tax would operate on
the man and woman in receipt of the basie
wage. The basic wage has been declared
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by the State Arbitration Court, for male
workers outside the metropolitan area at
£3 125, 6d. a week and at £1 19s. 2d. in
the case of women. In the metropolitan
area the hazic wage for men is £3 10s. 6d.
and for women £1 185, 1d. Exeluding the
hosptal tax, a married man will pay Ts
114d, per week and the single woman 94d.
a week. This will be the effect of the tax
upon them. Including the hospital tax a
married man would pay 1s. 6d. a week and
a single woman 1s. That is the incidence
of the tax upon the worker who to-day is
paving no dircet tax, and thercfore is not
bearing his shave of the expense of pro-
viding the free services he enjoys. Lt ap-
pears to have been overlooked from the
standpoint of criticism shat this State is
the last to impoze a tax of this nature,

Hon. J. Cornell: The only State to im-
pose such a tax,

Hon. H. SEDDON: The ether States
have imposed n tax of so much in the
pound in order to assist them to meet
their unemplovment chavges, bat this tax
will assist the Government to meet the
lkeavy expenses incurred in regard to sus-
tenance as well as the relief of unemploy-
ment. There is an advantage to be gained
by taxation at the souree. This has al-
ready been illustrated in the collections
of the hospital tax, and should be horne
out by the collections under the tax now
proposed. It will eateh the easual worker,
who has formerly eseaped taxation upon
his income. We cannot get away from the
fact that the Commissioner of Taxation
has again and again stated in his report
that a very considerable section of casual
workers have eseaped their responsibility.
If this tax is collected at the source, those
men will pay something towards the ex-
pense of running the State. Reference has
been made in the Commissioner’s report
to the manner in which these men have
evaded their responsibility., By the method
proposed we shall be able to deal with
them, Provision 1is also contained
in the Bill that the ecasnal worker,
if his earpings for the year hring
him helow the amount specified, may
make application to the Commissioner
and have his difficulties recognised. A good
deal has been sald ahout introducing a new
principle in taxation. This was emphasised
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by the Leader of the Opposition. Perhaps
it iz a new idea, hot if I remember rightly
the propesal was first mentioned in the Hos-
pital Bill that was brought down by the
Labour Government.

Hon. T. Moore: That gave the faxpavers
some rights; but this fakes everything they
have and gives them nothing.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: It also proposed to
impoze the tax at its source. We will con-
gider the guestion of how much the ordin-
ary citizen contributes towards the expense
of running the State. Ti has been said that
this tax constitutes a departure from the
recognised practive of taxation. 1 saw that
there had been an article published by a
professor of the University dealing with
that aspect of the case. Text hook eriticism
very often ignores the conditions that exist
to-day. This State prides iiself on heing
democratic.  There is one outstanding
feature about it, and it is that the greater
proporiion of its population consists of
workers. Wlhether they are manual or brain
workers, commercial or other workers, the
majority of the people of the State are
ecither workers or dependent on workers.
Such a thing as a wealthy elass in this Stafe
is not heard of. Anvone who peruses the
returns issned by the Taxation Department
will realise how few people there are who
can he regarded as belonging to the highly
wealthy class, such as in older countries
have always been regarded as the persons
who shonld contribute the largest portion by
way of laxation. A community of this kind,
in which all are workers, and a community
which has universal franchise for the House
thai introduces taxation. should he prepared
to aceept universal responsibility; in other
words, the prineiple of universal faxation.
The citizen who enjoys all {ree Government
serviegs, even though he is earninz only a
smitll wage, should he prepared to make 1
contriburion, however small, towards the
cost of running the eountry, It has heen
satd that 88 per ceni. of the people of this
State dv not pay income tax, and that this
iz borne by the remaining 12 per cent.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Where do they get
it from?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: From the salaries
they receive for the services they render to
the community.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They get it out of
the other 88 per cent.
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Hon. H. SEDDOXN. When everything is
weighed up, we find that evervbody gets his
wages out of the community.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Theyv have been gei-
ting it out of loan funds.

Hon. C. B. Williains: Thev have been
earning it by the sweat of their brow.

Hon. M. SEDDOX: I do not decry the
value of their services or of their work, but
they have not paid direet taxation towards
the income whieh helps fo ecarry on the
finances of the State. Our population for
1932 was approximately 422720 persons.
Of this pumber not quite 56,000 paid in-
come tax, necording to the Iniest returns.
In view of the reduced ineomes, which so
lavge a seetion of the community reccives, it
i prohable that that ficure is considerahly
in excess of the actual nunmber of thoze who
contributed last vear. T am. however, tak-

ing that as typical of the experi-
ence of previous years and as a basis

for comparison. There are certain free
services that are enjoved by every menm-
ber of the community. In my calenlation I
intend to ignore the expense of junterest and
sinking fond in connection with our loans.
A very large amount of that expense is
heing horne by the returns derived from
services rendered, A\ lurge proportion ig also
horne hy the taxpayers, but that expense
iz not heing borne directly hy any of the
88 per eent. of the people.

Hon, €. B. Williams: Who gets the great-
est benefit from the free services?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: 1 should say the man
who gets the greatest henefit is he who gets
them without paving for them.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Where are they
most commonly given?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Amongst the free ser-
viees meniioned in the returns for 1932 we
find the Crown Law Department incurrved
an expenditure of £69,333; the TPolice

£201,898: the TDepartment of Lahour
£3,779: Medieal and Fealth £78,658:
Ganls  £25,783; Lunacey £85432: and
Child Welfare  £135431: 2 total

expenditure on free services of £603,316G, If
we take income earners as representing one-
quarter of the population, we find that the
cost of these free servieces to each indivi-
dunl ineome earner is £5 12s. per annum.
I am taking this fizure because it is ac-
cepted by the Arbitration Court, which deals
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with the question of providing for a man,
his wife and two children.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Does that in¢lude edu-
vation!

Hon. 1. SEDDON: Education is one of
the other free services. Last vear thar eost
£5349,115. This worked cut at £5 per income
earner.  Then there is the cost of unem-
ploved which last vear eame to £633,031,
and thiz works out at £6 per income earner.
The total of all these amounts i= £16 12s.
per annun,

Hon. A, Thomson: TFor free services!

ton, H. SEDDOX : That is the value of
the free services enjoved by the whole com-
numity, whethier people pay income tax or
nat,  People are always preaching that this
i= a demoeratic community. If it iz a demo-
cratic and self-respecting community every
citizen should be prepared to accept his
share of the responsibilities of the State.

Hon. €. B. William=:
it?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: | think | shall be
sthle to show they are not doing it.

Ion. . B, William=: [t is not possible
for the rest of the eommunity to exist with-
ont the 88 per cent.

Hon, H. SEDDOX: [-shall be pleased
to hear the remarks of the hon, member
when he rises to speak on the Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams. | will do that in
a few words,

The PRESIDEXT: Order! The hon.
member will have an opportunity to reply
later on.

Hon, 1. SEDDOXN: I wish again to refer
to the tax whirh hax heen such a great bone
of contention, and has been so roundly con-
demned by members of the TLabour Party.
The man on the hasic wage will pay 1z 6d.
a week, or £3 18s. per annum, for services
which cost £16 12 per annum, T have a
table I have taken from the report of the
Commizsioner of Taxation for 1931, 1 re-
fer fo table D, which zives a list of income
earners under a certain valuation. The first
group comptrises people earning from £100
to £2000 o vear. [n that group there were
14,432 personx who paid income tax, and
1,709 who were exempt, Tn other words 90
per cent, of those persons paid income tax
and 10 per cent. were cxewpt, The follow-
ine table diseloses what the taxpavers will

Are they not doing
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contribute under ihe Bill, the veturn having
heen compiled from the 1930 taxation sta-
tisties.
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1 have yuated these figures to emphasize the
faet that the rate does not rise quickly in
dealing with the higher classes, and that this
tax which is complained of will e more than
double the tax paid by any member of those
groups.

Hon. .). Cornell: The fact remains that it
ig a flat rate.

Hon. H. SENDOXN: Is it a llat rate?

Hon. C. B. Williams: [t is an unjust flat
rate,

Hon. H. S8EDDON: Tt is an obviously
graduated rate, hecause the more a man re-
ceives the more he will pay.

Hou. T. Moore: And the more he has
left, too.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, but he has
serious responsibilities to the community,
and he is hearing more than his share of
those responsibilities. He ix the man also to
whom we have {o look to foster and safe-
guard the industries thot keep the State
going.

TTon. C. B. Williams: And what about the
fellow who is working?

Hom. H. SEDDON: The man about whom
T am speaking has to work, too; he has o
work with his brain, and he has fo carey the
responsibility of running a business.  Tn
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these days of depression the work tukes o
good deal more out of him than it does out
of the man who i~ earning hiz livine hy
nmamtal labour.

Hon. C. B. Williams interjoeted.

The PRESIDENT: Order' I remind the
hou. member that the mest effective way of
replying to Mr. Seddonfs remarks iz hv
making a speech after Mr. Seddon has re-
sumed his seat,

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Under the proposed
tax the taxpayer who ix earrving the hurden
of to-day will have that burden more than
doubled.

Hon. J. Cornell: In Melbourne the tax is
Is. in the pound.

Fon. H. SEDDOXN: I do not know that
I am ecalled npon to defend the position thag
exists in Melhourne, I am illustrating what
the effect of the proposed tax will be in
Western Australia.  The extra money re-
quired is £300,060, and that is to be ohtained
by inereasing the rate of tax on the fax-
payer. I have already shown that the effect
of the proposed 4144, tax will he to more
than donble the taxpayer’s contribution, and
it would he interesting if members who ad-
voeate increasing the ingome tax would show
what would be the result of adopting that
metliod. T again emphasise that this is s
super incoine tax, and what it does provide
for is the compelling of evervone to pax
something towards the expenses of earrving
on the services of the State. The snggesting
has heen made that the rate of income tax
should he inereased. One of the ohjectives
of the party who advanced that proposal is
the objective of a free and enlightened com-
munity. Ts that pavty prepared to estah-
lish a free and enlightened community at
the other fellow’s expense? Boiled down
that iz what it i=.  Appavenily that party
are not prepared that others shall pay their
fair shave towards the free services of the
State. The question has been raised whether
thiz tax is necessary and whether the Budwxet
should he halanced. There have been Gov-
ernments in Australia that have made the
present situstion an exeuse for not meeting
their ohligations. Mr T. Moore pointed ount
that the interest eharges were a heavy hur-
den on this State, and he said that we could
not pay those eharees, T want to know ex-
actly what inference is o he drawn from
that remark, hecause Mr. Lang used a =imi-
lar rewmark. Perhaps Mr. Moore will ex-
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plain whether he means what Mr. Lang ad-
voeated. We know where Mr, Lang’s policy
landed him, and we know, too, what hap-
pened in London. We are aware, likewise,
that the renewal of the New South Wales
loan was only possible after the change of
covernment in that State, and the rvesult
is that we do enjox some henefit

Fon. C. B. Willilams: A doubtful henefit.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There was a benefit
in that ense because the interest was reduced.
T am convineed that when the Common-
wealth Government find themselves in a
more satisfactory position, and strenuous
cfiorts have been made by the States to
achieve a halanee, we, too, shall derive a
henefit when renewing our loans, and in that
way we shall be decreasing the burden on
the community. T remind the House that
interest is being paid on loans to the extent
of 27 millions raized by the Lahour Goven-
ment during their period of office.  The
Labour Government assumed office with the
idea that the burden of taxation was already
too heavy, and that we should be given somr
relief,

Hon. T. Moore: Coupling my name with
that of Lang is mere piffle on vour part.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will Mr.
Seddon resume hiz seat. Does Mr. Moora
objert to Mr. Seddon’s remark which

coupled his name with that of Mr. Lang?

Hon. T. Moore: 1 cerfainly do.

The PRESIDEXT: I am vperfectly
sure that Mr. Seddon will withdraw any re-
fleetion that his words may have east upon
Mr. Moore.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN: Decidedly T do.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
withdraws the remark?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: I do; I had no in-
tention of casting any reflection on Mr.
Moore.

Hon. T. Moore: You should apologise,
too.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: I thought I merely
said that Mr. Moore nsed the same remark
that was used by Mr. Lang. I have always
advoecated the idea that every man in the
Stafe =hall pay a small share of taxation;
T go further and say that we shall not eet
our electors to vote with any sense of re-
sponsibility until they do pay direclly
taward= the cosxt of wovernment. Therefore
T regard this mea=ure of taxation as a de-
parture in the right divection. We are mak-
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ing a definite step ftowards an ideal which
should be supported by a self-respectiag
community, T intend to support the Bill,
hut would draw the attention of the Alin-
ister to a clause which to me appears to be
unworkahle, the clause setting out the defi-
nition of earning wages. Provision is made
that where people receive income from com-
missions the employver shall deduei the tax.
This Bill provides that such ineome shall be
regarded as salary or wages. Tt iz genervally
understood that a commission agent, when
he mnkes a sale, gets commission on ve-
mitting to the prineipal and it 15 provided
that the prineipal shall bhe responsible for
the deduction of the taxation. If we pni
commission on the some hasis as under the
Hospital Fund Act, I think it would meet
requirements and those who received com-
mission could be assessed in the usual way.
under the income tax. T direet the Mlinis-
ter's attention to that point and hope he will
find means to remedy the diffienlty,

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (Sounth) [5.153]:
I am surprised te find a representative of a
working ¢lass constitueney supporting a Bill
of this kind. Ifis a good thing for him that
he has two vears to go hefore having to fare
his electors.

Hon. H. Seddon: Nonsense!

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: It was the hon.
member who spoke nonsense. He does not
represent a working class constitueney: he
represents a capitalistic class, who are intent
on keeping the Government going. If the
people represented by the hon, memher had
paid their fair share of taxation in vears of
prosperity, the country would be heiter off
now. Af the present time, however, those
people are looking for all sorts of favours
from the Government, and it is necessary to
tax the sustenance worker in order to meet
their requests. I do not want any nousense
from the hon. member. The people he rvepre-
sents are eonstantly running. eap in hand to
the Government, and yet they get more free
services than any other section. We are asked
under the Bill to impose taxation at a flat
rate on every person carning £1 & week and
upwards. The hon, member yuoted a lot of
figures. I shall deal with the final figure he
mentioned. He said that a person eariing
over £3,000 a year paid in the vieinity of
£71 income tax.

Hon. E. H. HAfris:
income tax!

Seveniv-one pounds
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Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Y5 not that the
figure he mentioned?

Hou. J. Cornell : Seven hundred pounds.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: He pavs £700 by
way of income tax on an income of £5,000
or over, but he will be asked to paxv only
444, in the pound under this Bill. Whe
would miss 4%d. in the pound the more, a
man with an income like that, or a mnan get-
ting £1 a week? We are supposed to be
Christians. Tvery day when we assemble
prayers are read and those lueky enough to
he present at the time listen to the pravers.
There is an old injunction to be kind and
true as we would have otliers be to us. We
ave nnt showing much kinduess if we sup-
port a Bill of this kind. I have no objection
to taxing people who are earning £1 or £2
a week, but taxation should not be hased on
a flat vate. What we should do is to tax the
people in accordance with their ability to
pay. The hon. member cited the free services
provided by the Government. TWhere nre
thexy provided? Education is provided gen-
erally throughout the State, but the eity of
Perth enjoys 90 per cent. of the free scrvices
for which the taxpayers as a whole ave
charged. Thev enjov cheaper electrieity,
cheaper transport, cheaper evervthing, all at
the expense of the State. The working man
who 1= getting £2 or £2 85 a week will have
to pay the tax. What hencfit does he derive
from free services? He has nevor owned
thousands of acres that he was able to dis-
pose of at hundreds of peunds per aere, but
he is to he taxed. Twmagine trving to justify
a flat rate tax on men in receipt of £1 per
weck sustenance—men who do not know
where the next meal will come from! We
ean go home to nice ineals and we pride our-
gelves that we are Chnistions, but do mem-
bers ever think of the people who are unable
ta- buy boats for their children? Yet Mr.
Seddon justifies the tax hecauvse it is neces-
sary to halance the Budget. In the course of
his reference to tree serviees, the hon. mem-
ber mentioned £78,000 for hoespitals, but he
did not mention thatr the Government had
thieved from the people £130,000 on the same
aceount and bad given nothing in return.
The only people who get anything in return
are those who declare themselves paupers,
There is ample room to tax the people of
thiz State on a just baziz. Make the man in
receipt of £1 per week pay, if vou wish, If
meinbers’ feelings ave such and if they ean
sink so low as to do that, let them do it, but
let the rate be fair. Many of the poover
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people are living by the kindness of their
friends, but I remind member:z that those
who to-day are living in luxury may hefore
long find themselves on the confounded dole
—due to the economic ~ystemr—on which one-
third of our poople have to exist at present.
Ave there not enourh people in the State to
pay 1s. in the pound and not miss it?  Mr.
Seddon said that enly about 12 per cent. of
the people paid taxation. Where do the 12
per cent. get their money? Do they earn it?

Hon. H. Seddon: O course they do.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: They do not.
Buch people are land agents, property own-
ers, shopkeepers and men of that type who
supply the goods necessary to the existence
of people, and the people have to pay not
only the profits, but the taxation of trades-
men and others who cater for their needs.
The people pay that, not the 12 per cent.

Hon, H. Seddon: Are not the workers
paving?

Hon. C. B. WTLLIAMS: The workers
who cannot bring their taxable income with-
in the exemption pay it and they have to
pay by the sweat of their brows. What
percentage of the workers pay? 1 have a
very good idea of the number of men who
pay ineome tax at present.

Hon, E. H. Harris: Do not you pay in-
come tax?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber would like in know. . There are men
working in the unhealthiest occupation the
world knows, namely, gold mining, who pay.
They are what I tevmn working men, receiv-
ing £14 a week or over. and they are slug-

wed for income tax. They are mugs; they
are illiterate men so far as income tax
is concerned, but they put in honest

statements supplied by their emplovers. The
employers engage taxation experts to fill in
their returns, but the workers pay more in
proportion to their earnings than does a man
earning from £1,000 to £6,000 a vear, simply
heeauze the workers do not know the loop-
holes by which taxarion might he dodged.
The wealthier men know those loophales.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You must be well in
the know,

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: Western Aus-
tralia is the lowest faxed State in Australia.

Hon. A, Thomson: And the most heavily
indebted.

Hon, (. B, WILLTAMS: T have no doubt
we shall become the most heavily taxed if
the hon. memher continues to waste so much
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time by puiting such lencthy notices on the
paper. L represent the farmers and I can
teel for the farmers jnst a< keenly as he
can. At presemt the farmers will be able
to dodge this tax owing to the exemptions
to which they will he entitled, but when
conditions hnprove, they will have to pay.
I do not know how Mr. Thomson will face
his constituents when he has 1o admit that
he was a party to taxing them at the rate
of 414d. in the pound. T have already said
that I have no ohjection to the principle of
taxing evervhody, but [ do object to taxing
a man, who has a team of kiddies to main-
tain and is receiving only £2 85 per week
sustenance, taxing him equally with a man
getting £100060 a vear and having no obli-
wations to the State. T could understand
metropolitan members supporting the Bill,
becanse, after all, they represent nine-
tenth= of the wealth of the State, T ean
nnderstand their trving to avoid due re-
sponsibility to the people who are down
and out but who made their wealth possible.
I have heard people mention debts and bad
pavers. Anyone who is almost ignorant of
the method of conducting business knows
that it is not possible to carry a bad paver
if he does not ¢harge it up to the good
paver. The lawyer charges up fo the rieh
elient what he loses on the poor client, and
the medical man charges to the rich patient
what he eannot get from the poor patient.
The position is guite clear to me. Taxation
shouid be based on the principle thai peo-
pie pay in accordance with their ability.
‘Taxation of £100 to a man who is in receipt
of an income of £L,000 a year 1is
nothing, but £2 taxation fo a man
who is getting only £100 a year is a lot.
i will take Mr. Seddon fo task. He is a
land and esiate agent, and knows something
about the position in his Province. A man
working in the ratlways gets sbout £3 lds.
@ week. Should he he shifted from Perih
to Kalgoorlie, Mr. Seddon will admit that
he would have great frouble in securing a
house for his family. He would be lucky
if he got one at 30s. or 33s. a weck. That

. would mean he would be left with Jess than

32z, a week to live on, and vet we are o ask
that man fo pay a tax of $34d. in the pound.
Consider that man's position compared with
that of a fellow railwav worker in Perth,
where the wages are practically the same,
aml where renis are 30 per cent. lower for
better houses, and where living ie cheaper.
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Can there be said to be any comparison be-
tween the velative positions of those two
men? Of course not. T do not speak of the
position of miners who are in receipt of £

Gs. a week, or 14s. more than the railway.

men, but the fact remains that the railway
man has to pay the same amount for his liv-
ing expenses and his house rent as his fel-
low worker who is in receipt of the higher
wage. Yet we are to tax them by the sawr
amount. let ns impose the rax on a gradn-
ated basis, 1 will vote lor the increased tax-
ation, if members will agree fo a tax on a
gradunted seale. The man who is in receipt
of £1 a week is in a better position to pay
than the man who is in receipt of no salary
at all. Going up the scale, men who are in
veceipt of £11) or £12 a week, like ourselves,
can afford to pay more. We live in the lap
of luxury; we live like willionaires, That
is our position compared with the men on
sustenance.  Yet they are human beings,
as we are. They are just as capable, and
possess equal ability, but they have not the
opportunity.  Their children are just as
valuable to the State as the children of men
of wealth. We sit here and say that men
living in the lap of luxury, in receipt of
£10 or more a week, are to pay 3s. a week in
taxation, while the poor man is to pay his
dlhd. in the pound. What does a fax of
5s. mean to us? Let us do without four
neals, and we have the 5. for the tax. That
is all it means to ns. While we can live in
luxury, tiiere are others whe have to do u
certain quantity of work betore they can
get an order on the grocer for £2 worth of
foodstufts.  Oh God, how long will the
people stand it? That is what worries e,
It appals me to thing that there are 16.000
men in the State who have not got manhoud
enough to demand a hetter deal from tho-e«
in anthority. e preach to them. We say
we are all equal, but are we? While we
live in the lap of luxury, we ask a third of
the working class people to starve. We tell
them that if they will go a hundred miles
away from their homes, we will pay them
£1 a week 1h addition to sustenance, and

then we propose to take 41%d. out of each

pound they draw, while we are confent to
get off with our meagre 5s. tax.

Hon. G. W. JMiles: Why don’t youn knock
£1 a week off vour own salary?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hen. mem-
ber wearies me!

The PRESIDENT: Order?

[COUNCIL.)

lon. C. B, WILLIAMS: If we were to
knock £14 a week off, what would that do?
And Mr, Miles talks about £1 o week! How
tar would that go awmongst 16,000 men?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It would help,

Hou, C. B, WILLIAMS: I ean sav a lot
from that standpoint. There are fhousands
of motor cars, the owners of which could
aliord to pay another 10s. a week. Mr.
Seddon  talked ahout the £30,000.000 that
had been spent here in opening up the eoun-
try, and in building good roads to various
parts of the State. Men are on sustenance,
while there are many people in this Parlia-
ment who ean run their flash motor cars and
can well afford to pay a bit more lowards
the taxation rveturns. They have been saved
from A0 to 40 per cent, in running costs
hecause of the provision of better roads, ond
how much ot that have they contribnted io-
wards the eost of those roads? We know
the condition of the Perth-Fremantie road
20 vears ago: to-dav we can skate from here
to the port on a first-class road. Who iz to
pay for that?

Hon. [.. B. Bolton: The motorists.

Hon. . B. WILLIAMS: Thev pay very
little of it.

Hon, V. Hamersley: Posterity will pay.

Hon. C. B. WILLLAMS: And posterity
iz entitled to pay. The hon. member him-
selt’ was bhorn in Western Australia  and
realises the hardships his people endured
in the early days. He knows the difference
hetween travelling by bullock dray or horse
teams and by modeen up-to-date conveni-
ences. He will realise that his children
are entitled to pav for the benefits con-
ferred upon themw now, and our ehildren
should be prepared to pay. 1 do not care
for myself. I live from duy to day. [ am
one of the good citizens of this State whe
spend every shilling they earn. 1 make
work for others: I do not- hoard. Some
day T wmmay have to ask some member of
this House for enongh to buy a feed, but
that will not worey me. I will know that
1 huve done my duty to wmy country and
te my fellow-man, and I will never go to
rest with it on my mind that there are
thonsands of iy fellow hwwan heings,
horn of woman just as hon. members and
I were. horn with the same hopes and en-
titled to the same ouflook. whe are eking

out a mere extstence and will have to
pay this tax, a« the vesult of wmy
actions. Memhers should remember that
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they are here to-day buf gone tomorrow.
We should be kind to others while it is
possible for us to be so. Do not let it be
said that any one of us will go to his last
long rest conscious of the fact that thous-
ands of people have been compelled to
pay their tax of 4l%d. in the pound at a
time when they never had a hob to spend
on themselves. Every time I spend a
shilling I wish T could give it to
someone clse, but T know it is utterly
impossible. It is not impossible for the
Mitehell Government, or for the Collier
Government—I do not make this a poli-
tical matter, and merely speak adversely
because it is the Mitchell Government who
have proposed the tax, for I would speak
in the same way if the Collier Government
were in power—to do something to assist
the thousands of people in Western Aus-
tralia who are not earning sufficient to-
day. There are thousands who eannot pay
their way because they are bankrupt. At
the same time, there are thousands of per-
sons driving their motor cars in luxury
and ease, from whom we ask nothing,
comparatively speaking. I do not desire
to preach a sermon, Sometimes I think T
will become a parson.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom:
church ?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I will join any
church, because we are all hypoerites when
it comes to this matter. In fact, T may
start a new church.

Hon. J. Cornell:
of new Ghandi.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: And I will get
a large following in no time.

The PRESIDENT: Order! We are dis-
cussing the Financial Emergency Tax As-
sessment Bill, and T do not know that re-
ligion enters into it.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I was about to
point out that religion must be financed,
and 1 proposed to link up the two phases
in that manner. I appeal to members to
amend the Bill. I do not know what our
powers really are. I am prepared to vete
for the retention of the tax of 414d. in the
pound to be paid by the men on susten-
ance, provided that we can impose a tax
of 1s. in the pound to be paid by the man
in receipt of £5 a week; a tax of 1s. 6d. in
the pound for the man in receipt of £6 a
week, and £10, or anything members may
like, to be paid by the man in receipt of

Of whieh

You will be a sort
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£100 & week. What will happen if the
unemployed get out of hand? What will
go on then? We are only dilly-dallying
with the situation. We have thousands of
farmers who are not earning £1 a week.
Will they stand it much longer? Let them
+ut loose in conjunetion with the unem-
ployed, and what will happen to us who
earn £10 a week and others like us? They
will brush ns aside. That is what will
happen, and that is what we are trying
to avoid. If a man is in receipt of £6
a week, an extra 2s. a week by way of taxa-
tion will not hurt him. On the other hand.
to ask a man wheo is in receipt of £2 a week
and has a family fo keep, to pay the tax
ruggested, is utterly wronmg, We should
consider the position, irrespective of party
polities, and regard it from a humanitarian
standpoint. I eould understand the im-
position of this additional taxation if it
would mean increased sustenance payments
to those who are in need of them to-day.
but that will not be the effect of the
tax, I appeal to members to deal
with  this matter, not ‘as party
politicians, but as men content to legislate
in the interests of their fellow human be-
ings. Let us exempt those who are on the
lower rung in receipt of sustenance, recog-
nising that those men have been degraded.
Any of us who has heen out of work for
three months at a time and has had to seek
for work without suceess, knows it to he
the most degrading position in which a
human being can be placed. There is no-
thing more harmful to the commnnity as a
whole than that men should be placed in that
position simply becauvse the brains of the
community eannot show them a way out.
The politicians eannot show that way, There
was one politician in Australin who, had
the Lahour Party stuck to him, would have
shown the way out. Mr. Seddoen could have
said that T was a Langite, and I would have
thanked him for saying so. I would not
have required him to withdraw the state-
ment, becanse I look upon Mr. Lang’s poliey
as the only one calenlated to draw the Aus-
tralian people out of the mire in whick they
find themselves now, The Labour muvement
of Australia dissociated itself from Mr.
Lang, bot the people of New South Wales
did not, for between 40 and 48 per cent.
of the people of that State voted for his
policy at the Federal and State elections.
Now, we must respect the opinion of 45 per
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cent. of the people of a huge State like New
South Wales. The other 55 per cent. may
be right, but 45 per cent. of the people
of New South Wales said that Lang was
right and that his ideas were right.

Member: Do you say so, too?

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: Yes. I will say
ti]] the day of my death that Lang is right.
We should not eulogise the system that
members supported in this State, the system
of wage-cutting or wage-slashing. Our posi-
fion is getting worse. I would not sit in
Parliament for 24 hours advoeating that
system, secing the miserable failure it has
been in thiz State. T say that to-day there
is no Government in Australia, Labour or
National, that has been game to face the
position in which Australia has been placed
during the past fwo vears. They are too
hypoeritical; they are self-zeekers; they
are afraid of their jobs, of losing their
£600 or £1,000 a year. We should remem-
ber that we are human. Tt is pallry, mean
and contemptible to ask a man on £1 a week
to pay a tax of 4%&d,, and a man with an
income of £6,000 a vear, or £120 a week, to
pay at the same rate.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How many are there
with an income of £6,000 a year?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: I do not know.
Tf therc is only one, it is mean and eon-
temptible to tax a man on £1 a week ak the
rate of 4%l and to tax that other man on
£6,000 a ycar at the same rate. He eould
not spend all that money even if he went
on 2 jamhoree lasting for a year, There
are thousands of people in this State who
have an income of £20 per week, and yet
they are asked to pay the same rate of tax
as some poor miserable fellow who has to
slink away and live in a hut. I trust this
House will, for once in its existence, justify
its appellation of a House of review. I
hope members will review this measure.
After all, wealth is only a means to an end,
and it is of no use to a person unless the
majority of lhe people are contented and
happy. They can only be contented and
happy if you fill their stomachs with
good food,” put fair clothes on their
backs and fair hoots on their feet. I ex-
press deep regret that any member of a
working-class constituency should say that
it is just to tax people at a flat
rate of #%d. in the pound. I oppose
" the measure on those grounds. I am of
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opinion that every person in the State should
be taxed in proportion to his means.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 2nd November.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN : Progress was reported
on Clanse 40, which emnbodies an amendment
of Section 206,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Cannct the Min-
1ster evolve some more equitable proposal
than this? The elanse provides for payment
of travelling expenses to members of boards
attending a board meeting. Some members
have only 100 yards to walk, while others
inay be a mile or two away. This elause pro-
poses that the maximum payment shall be
10s. If a member takes a tramear from
Perth to Subiaco, he is incurring expense.

The CHIEF SECRETARY ; Those respon-
sible have not asked for any greater pay-
ment. The 10s. is paid out of the revenue
of the board. 1t could be paid out of the 3
per cents.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 41, 42—agreed to.

Clause 43—New section:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This clause pro-
vides that the valuation of the Commissioner
of Taxation shall be adopted by the road
board. What is the necessity for the words
“on appeal by the taxpayer” in lines 28 and
29 of the clause? I know of instances where
the Federal Government lave redueed the
valuation without an appeal. 1In that ease
1 certainly think the valuation so reduced
should be adopted by the road hoard. I
move apn amendmen

That the words ‘‘on
paver’?! be struek out.

Hon, T. MOORE: A taxpayer has the
right of appeal against an assessment by a
board. That is the point. Some road boards
do not adopt the valuation of either the Fed-
eral or the State Taxation Departments;
they make their own valuations. If the words
proposed to be deleted are struek out of the

appeal by the tax-
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clause, then we shall deprive the taxpaver
of a right which he at present enjovs.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The clause provides
that where the Commissioner of Taxation
fixes the valuation of land, the road board
may or may not adopt such valuation. If
the elanse stands as it is printed, then
although the Commissioner of Taxation may
reduce the valuation witheut an appeal, the
roud board is not obliced to reduce its valua-
tion accordingly. [ do not think it was in-
tended that the words “on appeal by the tax-
paver” should be included in the clause.

Hon. W. .J. MAXN: Has the hon. member
read the coneluding lines of the clause, which
iy, “the hoard shall forthwith =imilarly re-
duce its valuation, notwithstanding that the
vatepaver may not have appealed against
gnch valuation under the provisions of this
Act relating to appeals” 2- T think that covers
the point.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That does not take
away the right ot appeal,

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAX: The
clanse is self-explanatory. It says, “and
such valuation is similar in amount to the
azsessment of land made by the Commis-
sioner of Taxation for the same vear.” It is
only where the valuation of the board is the
same as the valuation by the Counmissioner
that a similar reduction shail be made by the
board. I support the amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
gives authority to a road board automatically
to reduce its valuation in accordance with
the reduction made hy the Commissioner of
Taxation. An appeal has to be made by the
taxpaver in the first place against the
valuation by the Commissioner of Taxafion.

Hon. G. W, MILES: What Mr. Holme=
haz in view is that if the Commissioner of
Taxation reduces the valuation withont any
appeal by a taxpaver, the clause will not
apply. If the words “on appeal hy" were
slruck ount. the local authority could redure
the valuation irrespective of any appeal

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Under the clause the
loeal authority eannot aecept the reduced
valuation of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion unless the reduction has heen made on
appeal by a taxpaver, If the Commissioner
sees fit to reduce the valuation and the roal
board is prepared to adopt if, why should
the taxpayer, in order to get the advantage,
he compelled to appeal? Yet that is the
only way in which he eould get the advan-
tage,
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Hon. A. THOMSOX : The intention of the
clan<e iz that in the event of a ratepayer
snecessfully appealing against the assess-
ment, then auntomatically the whole of the
valpation siruck by the loeal anthority for
that vear shall be reduced. TUnder existing
conditions it i+ only thote who appeal
against the asseszinent who receive any bene-
fit, whereas under the ¢lause a suceessfunl
appeal will involve the veduction of the
whole of the loeal anthority’s valuation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At present
the rond hoard, after striking a rate, can-
not vary it during the year. The clause will
atford opportunity lor varving if. What is
wanted is a provision in the Aet under which
the rating is antomatically redueed when a
reduction is made by the Commissioner of
Taxation, without nece-zity for an appeal
by a ratepaver. Then when the Commis-
sioner reduces the valuation the road hoard
cutomatically reduces it also.

Hon. G. W. MILES: When the valuations
ave zimilar, a taxpayer can appeal, and if
{he appeal be suecessful the local aunthority’s
valuation is reduced. I think the determin-
ing factor is the similarity between the Com-
missionetr’s vailnation and the valnation of
the leeal authority. :

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Recently 1 ap
pealed to the Commissioner of Taxation
aeainst the valuation placed upon twe blocks
which had heen very much increased. My
appeal was sueeessfn), hut it is now neces-
sary for me to appeal to the local autherity
for the reduction. The claunse, if passed, will
remove the neeessity for the appeal to the
local authority.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 agree with Mr.
Holmes that if a reduction by the Commis-
sioner is brought about without an appeal,
the ratepavers cannot get the advantage of
that reduction. Suppose a block is valued
at £100 as well by the Commissioner as
by the local aunthority, and is then reduced
by the Commissioner without 2ny appeal
by a taxpayer. The clause would not apply,
because the reduction was not given as the
vesult of an appeal. An amendment is ra-
quired providing that by whatever means
the reduction may he brought about it shail
be followed by a reduction of the valuations
as a whole.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: To leave in the
clause the words “reduced on appeal” is to
set up a complication. The Taxation De-
partment has reduced the valnations in the
agricultural areas, hut under the clause as
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it stands the local authorities will not le
able to make a corresponding reduction,

Hon. J. M. DREW: I think the clause
provides Lor an appeal to the Commissioner
in individual eases. TIf | hold a block of
land valued at, say, £440 Ly both the local
authority and the Commissioner and I sae-
cessfully appeal to the Commissioner with
the result that the valuation is reduced io
£330, 1 notify the road board and they
bring down their valuation to that’ level,
The elause is designed to meet cases of in-
dividual hardship arising from over-valua-
tion.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 730 pon.

Amendment put and passed; the Clause
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 4+, 453—agreed to.
Clause 4d6—Amendment of Section 233:

Hon. J, NICHOLSOXN : 1 move an amend-
ment—
That in line 2 of propesced Subsection 2, the

word ‘‘ Fourpence ' be struck out and ‘‘three-
renee”’ inserted in lisw.

The effeet of this amendment, if earried,
will he to leave the Act as it stands. In
years gone by road boards have been al-
lowed steadily to increase the amount of
rates they may impose. Every penny added
to the rates involves a considerable change
in the amount that people have to pay.
In these days land owners are receiving
reduced rentals for their properties, and
in many cases their premises are bringing
them in nothing. We are nof justified in
permitting local authorities to add to the
burden of ratepavers anything more than
is reasonable. In the case of the metro-
politan avea the Bill providez thai the
rates may he inereased to 9d., which on
the unimproved value of land is equal to
13s., in the pound on the annual valne.

Hon. E. H. Grav: I think you are mak-
ing a mistake.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: The anoual value
of unimproved land is ascertained by ecal-
culating five per cent. of the onimproved
value. If we take a block of land worth
£1,000 we find that 3 per cenf. works out
at £30. If we then multiply that £30 by
155, we find that the annual rate amounts
to £37 10s. If 9d. be taken on the unim-
proved value and the land be of 1,000 aeres
in extent, we find this also comes to £37
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10s. The more power we give the loeal
authority to increase the rates, the more
do we increase the burden that is falling
so heavily upon the people in these times,

Hon, W, H. Kitson: Have you not made
a mistake in your calenlation as to the
annual value?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: T have already
stated that the annual value of unimproved
land is asecertained by ecaleulating five
per cent. of its unimproved value.
Really T should move to strike out the whole
clanse, and in that wax allow the position
to vemain as it is.

The CHATRAAN : The hon, member need
not move to strike out the claunse; he can
vote against if.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very well; T will
withdraw ny amendment and vote against
the clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member told the Committee in his elarifying
manner that the road board would have ne
finances under which to earry on, et me
remind him that valuations arve falling all
round, and that meauns that the road hoards
will have no revenue with whieh to carry
on, I also remind him that in many road
hoard distriets the rate is already above
4d. In Koorda it is 3d., Tambellup 5d.,
Katanning 5d., Cranbrook 6d., and so on.
The rvates must be inereased and there is
a safeguard that the boards may not in-
crenze the rate without the sanetion of the
Minister.

Hon. T. Moore: Where are the valaations
reduced: give us an idea of the percentage
of reduction?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot go
into details at the present time,

Hon, T. Moore: We ought to have them.

Hon. K. H. H. Iall: Some have been rve-
duced 50 pur ecnt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All these
road bhoards are reducing their valuations,
dure to the existing cirecumstances.

Bon. T. Moore: Up to now I have had
o reduction.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The whole
position is whether we are to puat the boards
in the position of heing able to function.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: So that the road
l'.ards may carry on, it is proposed to give
them power to increase the rate, huf the
unfortunate owner iz called npen to pay
these additional rates when he is not pro-
aurcing that which will enable him to do so.
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There are too many hoards functioning. Be-
tween here and Fremantle we have a Clave-
mont Municipality and a Claremont Road
Board, while at Cottesloe there is a muni-
¢ipality and within a short disiance the Pep-
permint Grove Road Board.

Hon. G. Fraser: Which serves 330 peo-
ple.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The taxpaver is
expected to pay additional rates, merely be-
cxuse these boards must function,

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: I represent a
road hbard in Kalgoorlie in which distriet
there are some of the most valuable pro-
perties in existenee; but why should I vote
to reduce the rates on properties. I agree
that in the pastoral areas the rates should
be reduced, but certainly not in thoese places
within a few hundred vards of the Boulder
Town Hall, and between 700 and 1,000 yards
of the Kalgoorlic Town Hall. Why give
the owners of property in Kalgoorlie this
concession when we remember that they are
getting 30s. or move a week for properties
worth not more than 7s. 6d.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
request made by the Road Board Associa-
tion,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are¢ they running the
conniry?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : While values
are falling, the road boards shomld be given
an opportunity to get in suflicient revenue
to tunction. At the same time I agree there
are too many loeal bodies, but it is the rate-

pavers who should take action in the direc-

tion of redusing the number.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN : The Act provides
for increasing the rates to 6d. with the
consent of the Minister. That has been
done by the hoards referred to by the
Minister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Whether the
rates are increased or not rests with the
local governing body. It is not likely that
members elected by the ratepayers would
overipad themselves with rates. The Road
TRoards Assoeiation have asked for the pro-
vision.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Of a nam-
ier of the road boards with whom I have
heen in communication, only one desires
the increase. One of the prineipal road
hoards, the Perth Roard Board. has built
up its exeellent area on a maximum rate
of 34.
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Hon. W, J. MIANN: All that the clause
seeks to provide is that a board may strike
a 4d. rate without appeal to the Minister.
Every board would not take advantage of
the provision, but if there were exceptional
cases in which the increase was justified,
particularly in view of the statement that
values have been considerably reduced.
there should be ne ebjection to the clause,

Hon. T. MOORE: Speaking as a tax-
paver, there has been no reduction. Num-
hers of people ecannot pay the present
taxes.

The Chief Secretary: Lots of
boards have reduced the valuations.

Hon. T. MOORE: I think My, Hall's
statement was misleading. We have enough
taxation already. There are secretavies
with grand ideas who run the boards, and
I am not prepared to give them additionai
iatitude. I prefer to retain the existing
provision. .

Hon. E. H. M. BALL: I am a ratepaver
of Mullewa Road Board, whieh has made
a A per cent. reduction in valuations, and
[ have my receipts fo prove it. The boards
are elected by the ratepavers, and ' the
ratepayers will deal with their members
if they ave not receiving a fair deal,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : 1t is possible to
reduce valuations and nullify the effect by
increasing the rates. No good will resuls
from lowering the valuations if the rates
are to be increased.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T appealed to the
Commissioner of Taxation Tor a reduction
in the valuation of iwo blocks of land. The
valuer reduced the valnation on those two
hloeks but inerensed it on two other bloeks.
Until T appeal to the read board. I am
not likely to get any reduction on the two
blocks reduced by the Commissioner. but
I have an assessmeni increasing the rates
on the other two bhlocks. Yet members say
that valuations have been reduced by most
nf the road hoards.

Hon, G. FRASER: 1local governing
bodiez will he in a chaotic state unles-
something is done on the lines suggested
in the clause. I accept the statement
that a general reduction of values has been
made. I know that the valuation of some
oeks has been veduced 50 per eent.,
and that would mean an equivalent re-
duetion in the board’s revenue.

road
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Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you not think
your road bozrd should be amalgamated
with another?

Hon. G. FRASER: That is for the rate-
payers to deeide. 1 agree that there are
too many local gaverning bodies, but the
ratepayers are not likely to move until the
boards, by heavy taxation, foree them to
take netion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Mr. Frazer and
Mr. Hall appear to be under a misappre-
hension. They ave carried away with the
idea that because certain bhoards have an-
nounced a veduetion in valuations, that is
sullicient justification for voting for the
clause. To a large extent road hoards have
adopted the Taxation Department valua-
tions to secure uniformity, That mere fact
way not be of benefit to the ratepayers be-
canse, before they are awnre of it, they will
revert to their former position. The mere
fact that a valuation bas been decreased
does noet mean that the rating has leen
lowered. There is no need for this extra
power,

Hen. B. H. H. Hall: T know the rates
were reduced 3{ per cent., not the valua-
tions.

Hou. T, Moore: The hon. member iz per-
feetly wrong.

Hon. E, H. H, Hall: T am not.

Hon. J. M. DREW: The clause is an old
acquaintanee, It seems to me I have god-
fathered it on several ocensions without
success.  Such a clanse wag necessary in
ikose days because comprehensive powers
had to be given to road boards and the
power to finange was necessary. They con-
sidered that they could successfully run elee-
tric lighting plants and other undertakings,
and the Government, of which I was a mem-
ler, decided to give them the uecessary
powers, which meant that they had to be
provided with adegquate finaneing authority.
That was not the desire of the Labour Gov-
ernment, but of various road hoard confer-
ences, 1 doubt if during the time I was
Leader of the House, we reached the stage
of considering the rate to be fixed. The
stumbling hlock was always the power that
was to be granted to road boards. The days
ol prosperity are gone for a period, and I
think it would be well not io increase the
vate. It must be remembered that the bur-
den will be horne by those who are occupy-
ing residences, and this is not an opportune
time to increase that form of {axation.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. T. MOORE: It is misleading for
My, Hall to say that rates were reduced by
half. I have paid my rates, and they were
double what I had to pay last year.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Mr, Hall referred
to a reduction of rates in one section of
his Province, but 1 am a land owner in an-
other section. When the road boards gener-
ally adopt the Federal Taxation Depart-
ment valuation, someone will wake up, par-
ticularly Mr, Hall. One road board rated
me at the full Federal valuation, whereas
some of tile members of the beard rated
themselves at a quarter of the valuation.
After battling with shem for some time, they
allowed me 10 per cent. off the valuation,
which left me 200 per cent. above their own
valuation. 1 told themn I would wrife a book
entitled “Men Without Conscience”™ and
would dedicate it to them, secing that they
could sit in judgment upon e after deal-
ing with themselves as I have indicated.
The Taxation Department has dealt with
this matter on commercial prineiples, and
without altering the valuations has allowed
10 or 20 per cent. reductions off the rating.
That reduction is merely temporary and in
duc course the Full valuation will apply.
Other boards may follow suit, and then
peeple may wake up to the necessity for
amalgamation. The more we limit the
powers of road boards the sooner will we
achieve amalgamation, for there are too
many roacd boards at present. What is go-
ing on fo-day is that hoards are making tho=e
pay who ean pay, and allowing those to
escape 'who cannot pay. What the boards
desire now js more power to extract even
more from those who ean pay, and yet al-
low the others to escape lightly. We should
delete the clause and retain the present
position with a minimum of 1d.in the pound
and a maximum of 3d., or whatever the
figure is.

Claunse put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . . .. 13

Noes .. .- .. Lo 12

Majorty for .. - o1
AVES.

Hon. H. V. Piesse
‘Hon, A, Thomsan
Hon. C. B. Willlams
Hon. Q, H, Witteroom
Hun. H. J. Yelland
Hon. L. B. Belton
(Teller.)

Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. J. Ewing
Hen. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Hoimes
Hon. T. Maore
Hon. J. Nicholsen
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NOES,

Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon. R. G. Moore

Hon, Sir €, Nathan

Hon. E. Rose

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. E. H. Harrls
(Teller.)

Hon. C, F, Baxter
Heon. A, M. Clydesdale
Hop. G. Fraser

Hon. E. H. Gray

Hon. E. H. H, Hall
Hoo. W. H. Kitson
Hon, I. M. Macfarlane

Clause thus passed.

Clanse 47—agreed to.

Clause 48—New section, lighting rate:
Hon. A, THOMSOX: I move—

That in Subelanse 2 of Cliuse 234A the
word ‘“‘half®’ be struck out.

The subelause will then read—

(2) “*Buch rate shall not exceed one penny
in the pound on the unimproved value, or 3d.
in the pound on the annual valee,”’

I received a reruest from the road board in
my distriet that they should be given the
power, if they so . desired, to increase the
amount to one penny. They consider a half-
penny is not sufticient,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If Mr.
Thomson’s amendment be agreed to, we give
the board power to rate for lighting pur-
poses only, and one halfpenny has been
found to be quite sufficient. That is what
the hoards are asking for. I oppose the
amendment. I think a halfpenny in the
pound is guite sufficient.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The road hoard
which requested this amendment are rating
the land in their district on the nnimproved
value, There is a considerable area of land
in the distriet which is not heing utilised.
If they are not able to strike the higher rate,
then they will be unfortunately compelled to
rate on the annual value. That, in effect,
will penalise those who have had faith in
the distriet and erected buildings there. The
road board are definitely of the opinion that
a halfpenny in the pound will not pay for
the street lichting. That is the point. The
town is fairly well lighted, but the board to-
" day are eonsidering the cutting out of some
of the street lights hecause they are not able
to meet the expense.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 49 to 51—apreed to.

Clause 52—Amendment of Section 249:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To meet the
wishes of hon. memhers 1 have had an
amendment drafted which T think they will
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agree with me will protect trustees. They
will be placed in exactly the same position
as trustees under the Bankruptey Aet. 1
move an amendment—

That all the words in paragraph (b), after
““Tollows,”* in lines 28 and 29, be struck out
and the following inserted in lien:—‘Pro-
villed that no person who, as being trustec of
any cstate by virtue of any procecding under
the Bankruptey Act, 1924.1932, or the liquida.
tor in the winding up of a company under the
Companics Act, 1803, hag become the owner
of any rateahle land, shall on that account be
personally liable to pay out of his own moneys
or otherwise than out of the eatate in his
hands any rates due on sueh land when he
becomes owner thercof as aforesaid, or be so
personally linble as aforesaid to pay any rates
assessed on such land thereafter if he proves
to the satisfaction of and obtains n ecertificate
in writing from the Minister that u continu-
ance of his ownership of the said land is
cssential in the interests of that estate, or
that he is unable to dispose of the said land,’”’

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I would like some.
information with regard to paragraph (e) of
Clause 52. It seems to me that the penalty
provided, £50, is rather drastie.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I would like to
draw the attention of the Minister fo the
amendment which he has just moved. I wounld
point out that the title of the Bankruptey
Act is constantly being changed. For in-
stance, one year it was called the Bank.
ruptey Aect, 1924-28; now it is called the
Bankruptey Aet 1924-30. I would suggest
to the Minister that he add to his amend-
ment the words “or any Act amending thz
same.” The Minister might make a note of
this suggestion. :

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Thom-
son has referred to paragraph {e) of Clause
52. That deals with the removal of build-
ings. The reason for the insertion of the
paragraph is very patent: it is for the pur-
pose of protecting the board for rates ow-
ing on the property. That is really the
essence of it

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: This is going to
apply from Wyndham to Esperance, and
nobody will he permitted to remoxe a build-
ing, even though it may be a bundred miles
from eivilisation. If anybody does remove
a buoilding, he will be subject to a penalty
of £50. Tt may be that the property is
worth £5.000, but if the owner wishes to pull
down some cld struoetore and does so without
the consent of the board, he will have to
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pay the penalty. It is a most inequitable
proposition.

Hon. A. THOMSON: To test the feeling
of the Committee, I move an amendment—

That paragraph (¢) be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is on
all fours with something 1 read this morn-
ing to the effect that a man doing the least
good receives the most assistance. Surely
we must assist the local aunthorities to col-
lect their rates. The land may not be worth
the rates. whereas the buildings are,

Hon. A, THOMSON: If this were con-
fined to given areas, I would not mind, but
it ix to apply to the whole of the State. If
the Minister will agree to insert the words
“within the goldfields area,” 1 will withdraw
my ﬂlll(_‘l]dllleﬂt

Hon. E. H. Harris: What would be the
use of that?

ITon. A, THOMSOXN: It is on the gold-
fields that this provision should apply. Sup-
pose I wanted to abandon a farm and re-
move the huildings so as to he able to pay
ihe rates. Surely T should be permitted to
do so. )

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member contends that he should bhe per-
niigted fo remove his buildings, so that he
might be able to pay the rates. What we
are ont to do is to give the loeal anthorities
power to protect themselves.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Supposing that
somebody, who happened to owe some rates
tc the local aunthority, wished to remove a
building from his farm, Would he be fined
£30 for so doing? If so, T will vote against
the clanse. 2

Hon. J. M. DREW: This is to prevent
people who owe road hoard rates from re-
moving a bhuilding overnight. Tn many in-
stanees the house is security to the road
board for payment of the rates. The land
itself may be of little value. Surely the
cwner should not be allowed to remove a
building without the permission of the
hoard.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: When a man
erects 2 building, he may be using hor-
rowed money. The question is whether the
huilding is intended as seecurity for the local
authority or for the man who lent the money
for the erection of the huilding. Such a
clause will place people at a disadvantace n
borrowing money for the erection of houses.
The land is sufficient secority for the rates,
and it eannot he shiffed.

[COUNCIL.]

Ion. C. B, Williams: But assume that the
laud is valueless.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: And assume ihal
vou have lent the money to put a house on
that land. Yeu, as mortgagee, should sce
o it that the mortgagor paid his rates. This
clanse, of course, is to mest a condition that
hns arisen on the goldfields.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Later on it might
apply to the farming areas as well as to the
zoldfields.

Hon. J. NICIIOLSON: This moving of
a honse from one block to another has been
rather prevalent on the goldfields. It is
the land. not the huilding, that is security
for the payment of rates.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Road boards
are in no way being vestricted. Mr, Nichal-
son has used a very wenk argument. Mori-
gagees always proteet themselves. People
should not he allowed to remove buildings
from land without notifying the local au-
thority, and giving that body an opportunity
to recover revenue that is due to it.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clanses 53 to 57--agreed to.
Clause 58—Amendment of Section 285:

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of the clause the following
words be added:—‘and by deleting the
words ‘ resident’ and f residing ’ wherever
thev appear.”’

A ratepayer may have lived in a ward for
many years, and may then decide to move
to the other side of the street, which is in
another ward. By that removal he will be
debarred from voting on loan questions be-
cause he will no loenger be a resident owner
in that ward. Such questions as loans
shonld be decided by the vote of property
owners.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If it is pro-
posed to raise a loan, 20 property owners
can call a public meeting. As the Aet stands
to-day they ecan, on polling day, with-
draw their demands and the poll can go by
the board. This clause merely provides that
the demand must bhe withdrawn 14 days
before the date of the poll. Furihermore,
the Act refers to the distriet under the local
anthority and not fo any ward in such dis-
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triei. 1 bave not heard ol any local author-
ity wanting these words struck out.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: It would be impos-
gible for any road hoard to carry on if the
amendment were agreed to. Property own-
ers would he able to hold up the whole of
the activitics of the loeal authorities.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: T am not pre-
pared to vote for the amendment. Pro-
perty owners may live right outside the dis-
triect. Those who live in the district are the
best judges of the merits of the situation.:

Hon. A. THOMSON: Sectivn 287 of the
Act provides that there must be a majority
of resident owners voting in favour of a
loan before it can bhe raised. Tf that ma-
jority is not obtained, the vote is nuollified.
Road boards want that section amended to
provide that the situation shall be governed
by the vote of tlinse resident owners who deo
vote. There are many clauses here that
were inserted hy the department, and if the
Committee renlly thinks the Aet should he
remedied, now is the time to do it

The CHAIRMAN: The only sense in
which the word “residing” is used in the
principal Aet is in the definition of “resi-
dent owner.” Under the hon. member's
amendment there will be no definition of
owner, The hon. member should give fur-
ther consideration to the objeet he has in
view,

Hon. A. THOMSON: The definition of
“owner” is given in the Interpretation Aect.

The CHAIRMAN: Tf the hon. member
inserts the word “resident” and the rest are
struck out, be will render meaningless th«t
part of the proposed section that is lefi. T
am pointing out the danger of amending
section unless proper conszideration is given
to it and also the impossibility of making
amendments on one’s feet, T suggest fhe
hon. membher should make absolutely <ure ot
what he is about to do.

Hon. A. THOMSON: T feel that T onght
to test the feeling of the Committee on the
amendment. Of ecourse if the Commitice
happens to he against me it will save dis-
cussion of other clauses.

Amendment put and negafived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 39—Amendment of Section 287

Hon. A. THOMSON: I should like to
strike out the word “resident” in the fourth
line of the clause. As it stands it propeses
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to strike out of Section 287 the words “the
resident owner” and 1o insert instead the
words “the resident owners who vote on
the question.” I want the word ‘“resident”
struck out.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Suppose they live in
Victoria.

Hon. A, THOMSON: T do not suppose
those who live in Victoria wounid hother.

The CHAIRMAN: HMaz the hon. member
seriously read Section 2077 Tt says “If sub-
witted to the vote of the resident owners or
of any poll taken of the resident owners.”

Hon. T. MOORE: [ am of the same idea
as Mr. Thomson. I know of an instance in
which those particular words were very help-
ful. A rond board took a poll on the ques-
tion of building an elaborate hall to cost
£8,000 in g district that Jdid not warrant it.
Although a majority of the ratepayvers who
voted favoured the proposal, the project
could not be proceeded with owing to the
provision in the Act. If we retain the exist-
ing provision it will be zatisfactory. T shall
oppose the clause.

Hon. G. FRASER: I cannot follow My,
Thomson’s reasoning, The word “resident”
ocenrs carlier in the clause, and to he con-
sistent the hon. member should have sug-
gested striking out that veference also. I
favour the deletion of the eclaunse.

Hon. A, Thomson: I prefer to have the
clause deleted.

Clause put and negatived.
Clanses 60 to 62—agreed to.
Clause 63—Amendment of Seetion 312:

Hon. G. PRASER: I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (b) he strock out.

If any auditor other than a Government
auditor is to be appointed, I favour the
method of election by the ratepavers rather
than by the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If M
Fraser had had experience of road hoards
such as some of us have had, he wonld hold
a different opinion. How ecould the rate-
Payers select a competent auditor? Is it not
nmore reasonable to expeet the members of
the hoard to select a competent man?

Hon. G. Fraser: The effect of my amend-
ment would be to have one andiior appointed
by the Minister.
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Hon. A, THOMSOXN: [ hope the para-
graph will not he deleted. 1t is intended 1o
create a zone systein under which one auditor
may supervise the accounts of several road
boards. In scattered areas that will be an
advantage. Sowe of the road board books
have not been audited for two or three
vears and there has not been an adeguato
c¢heck on the expenditure, While some of
the ratepavers’ auditors have been audi-
tors in name only, in some districts quali-
fied men have been available and it has been
a distinet advantage to have from them a
fortnighttsy or monthly statement of ac-
counts. The Road Boards Conference has
urged for vears that there should be an
auditor where the expense could he shared.
1t the Minister i= satisfied that the services
of a yualitied anditor are available, sueh an
appuintment pay be made and the expendi-
ture would he justified,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For a con-
siderable time Governments bave recognised
that the auwdits have heen far from satis-
factory. There are only three Government
auditors to deal with the whole of the road
boards in the State, and it is impossible for
them to keep the audits up-to-date. Some
of the audits are two years behind. The new
syatem would permit of the appointment of
three additional auditors, and they would
work in distriets. The intention at first was
to do away with ratepayvers” auditors because
it was found they had not been a suceess,
but a few boards thai had the services of
capable auditors dexired to retain them and
the Bill was drafted aecordingly. I regret
that the whole of the boards have not eome
into the one scheme. Some boards will still
appoint an auditor, bhut there will be no
Govermuent auditor to overlook fhe work.

Hon, .J. J. Holmes: Not under this mea-
sure?

The t'HIEF SECRETARY: No, not un-
less a special audit is asked for.

Hon. G. FRASER: I cannot understand
the Minister's explanation. T fail to read
into the elause the views he has expressed.
If the system of Government auditing is not
satisfactory, why maoke provision for the
inspectors to carry out the duties outlined !

Ion. A. Thomson: 1{ the road boards ap-
point their own auditor, they ecan receive
monthly statements or even weekly state-
ments, and that is not possihle under the
Government system of audifing,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, (. "TRASER : I fail to see the neces-
sity for a second auditor, and we should
provide for the Government aunditor to
supervise the whole of that elass of work.
It has been suggested that the Govermment
auditor is necessary as a check, and yet the
clause means that a loeal authority ean ap-
point their own auditor and the services of
the CGovernment auditer will not be availed
of at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready told Mr. Fraser that no second audi-
tor is to be appointed. If a loeal authority
should not desive the serviees of the Govern-
ment anditor, they ean make use of their
own auditor alone.

Hon. J. J. ITOT:MES: The objeet of the
Minister was to place the control of road
hoard arcounts under Government anditors.
Beeanse some rond hoards think that they
possess” auditors who are capable of carry-
ing out the duties, provision is being made
to enable them to earry on and no Goveru-
ment auditor will interfere unless a speeial
awlit should be requested. It is on record that
no ratepayers’ auditor has ever vet detected
anything. Tt is only when a Government
auditor comes upon the scene that diselos-
ures are made. Instances liave been known
in which road board memhers have entered
into a conspiracy to cloak eertain transac-
tions, and in those eiveumstances the Govern.
ment will never be asked to make available
the services of n Government auditor.

Hon, A, THOMSBON: It is essential for
roud boards to have weekly or monthly
andited statenients, and if loeal anditors are
available, they should be allowed te earry
out the work. 1In outlving distriets the posi-
tion will be somewhat diffevent but in
Inrger cendres, such as Kaolanning, the
local authorities shonld not be forced fto
have the services of a Clavernment auditor,
seeing that they have men capable of ear-
rving out the work themselves.

Hon. J. .J. HFolimes: I am. getting tired
of hearing about Katanning every time.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: T hope the hon.
member will not adept thai attitude, be-
ause what T say applies to many road
boards, and not to Watanning alone.

Hon, H. V, PIESSE: 1t is an excellent
iden to give the loeal nulhorities power to
appoint their own auditors. Tn many of the
larger cenires along the Great Southern
railway, eapable auditors are to be found,
and it will not be necessarv there to make
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use of the Government inspectors whose
services, however, will be sought by smaller
townships in the outer areas. .

Hon. G. FRASER: The question resolves
itzelf into one as to whether we will have
a shandy-gaff system or have uniformity.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: | support the at-
fitude adopted by Mr. Holmes. The other
day 1 left Carnamah for Geraldton and T
passed through five road hoard districts.
One Government anditor could carry out
a practically continuous audit in  those
arcas, and could even extend his operations
to {ireenough, Northampten and the Upper
Chapman,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result?—
Aves . . . .0 12
Noes . . . .. 10
Majority for .. .. o2

AYES.

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. R. G. Moare

Hon. T, Moore

Hon. H. Seddon

Hen. C. B, Williams

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
(Teller.)

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. G, Fraser
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, E. H, Harris
Hon. J J. Halmes
Hon. W . Kitron

NoEes.

Han. E, Rose

Hen. A, Thomson
Hon. C. H. Witiennom

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. E, H. Gray

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane Hen, H. J. Yelland
Hon, H, V_ Pieste Hon. W, I. Mann
! (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed, the claunse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause G4—negatived.
Clauses G5 to (T—agreed to.
Clanse GS3—Amendment of Section 321:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If there is a de-
ficieney, T do not think the cuiprit should
be given the opportudity of making it
good. A deficiency should be followed by
a presecution. I move an amendment—

That the words “‘unless such error or
deficieney be at once made good by the person

or persons liable to make it good,’” in lines
10, 11 and 12, be struck out,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The vianze we
are dealing with at the present time is de-
signed to alter a elause in which “*audi-
tor’® nppears in the original Aet. [In the
past the anditor did all these things we
are now going to impose upon the nispec-
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tor. If this man iz to be auditor he should
carry out the duties.

Hon, J, M, DREW: The object of the
seetion in the Act is to make provision
that he shall be not only as anditor but
ah inspector.  As an auditor he frequently
has to make investigations into road eon-
struction, to see that the roads have been
really constructed. So he is not only an
auditor but an inspector as well.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: | suggest the
Minister ask those responsible for the
prepavation of the Bill to look into this
difference between the duties of inspector
and the duties of auditor.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I know of an in-
stance where a  Goverminent  inspector
walked into a road hoard office and found
that the board bad a Red Reo iruek, while
the ¢hairman also had a Red Reo truck.
Following it up he found that a spring
eosting a considerable amount had been
ordered by the board, certified to by the
sceretary as correct, and certified to by
the chairman who owned the other Reo
truck. A chequne was sent by the seere-
tary in payment for the spring, but the
spring never went info the voad hoawl
truek at all, but went into the chairman’s
truck. Yet the secovetary is still secretary,
and although a lot of ratepayers know all
about it, there has not been a ratepayers’
meeting called in order to discuss it. It
will be the duty of the inzpeeior to make
a report upon what the chairman or any
other member of the board is doing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is
another side to it. The inspector on find-
inr anvthing erroneous, any slight mistake,
has to report to the department immedi-
atelv. The provision has heen in the
parent Act for many years without any
disadvantage, and under the new system of
auditing there will not be as mueh trouble
as there has been in the past. T ask the
Committee not to agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses (9 to 71-—agreed to.

Clause 72—Amendment of Seetion 323:

Tlon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
mexnt—
That a new subsection (4) be added as

follows:—** Notwithstanding anxthing in this
seetion, no board, whilst it emplovs as auditor
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an oflicer appointed with the approval of the
Minister, and being a gualified practising
aceountant, be liable to make any contribu-
tion under this scction towards the cost of
any audit or be decmed, for the purposes of
this section, to bhe concerned in any such
andit.’?
This gives the Minister power to appoint
a qualified aceonntant.  The board would
not then be liable for a portion of the eonst
ander this elavse.  The intention of the
clause is that the Minister may appoint an
auditor to attend to three or four hoards,
but there is nothing to prevent the Minister
from appointing an aunditor to attend to one
district.

The CIHAIRMAN: 1 think the amend.
ment iz contingent upon the earlier amend-

ment. fo  strike ouf paragmph (b) of
Clause 63.
Hon. A. THOMSOX: Tf your vnling ‘s

eorreet, will not Clause 63 have to be recom-
mitted, for it distinetly states that one audi-
tor for each district =hall he appointed hy
the Minister? TP that is left in, there is nn
necessity for my amendment, and so T will
withdraw it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 73—Amendment of Scetion 341:

TTon. J. NICTTOLSON : T mova arr amensl-
ment—

That in Subecluuse 1 the words *ftwenty-
one’" he struck out and “fsixty '’ inserted i
ligu,

This nlters the time of notiee to be given of
action from 21 days io 60 days. The reason
for it is that those having elaims will have
the longer time in which to give notice. Tt
is onlv a reasonable amendment.

Hom. JJ. .J. HOLMES: There is no nced
for the amendment, for if the hon. member
will read on through the clanse he will find
a qualifieation to the effect that if a person
5 able to show he is not in a position to give
l‘.OhE!’.‘ earlicr he ean give a month’s notice.
What puzzles me is the parvagraph which
provides later on for one month’s notice in
writing being given to the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The 21 days’
notice is in keeping with the Municipalitios
Act. There has heen no trouble under that
Act, hut there has heen trouble in this ve-
spect under the Road Board Act. The two
Acts shoull he brought into eonformity with
¢ach other,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, J. NTCTIOLSON: Tn a town (here
is plenty of opportunity for a man who haz
a claim- against the local authority to lodge
it within 21 days, bub in remote parts such
a facility does not exist.  That js why |
think it is advisable to make the notiee #i0
davs instead of 21 davs.

Amendment put and negatived,
Clanse put and passed.
Clause 74—Amendment ol Section 252:

Hon. W. J. ALANN: | have heen reqnested
{o bring under the notice of members the
faet that road boards look wpon their rate
books as a kind of land history of their dis-
triets. At times these old rate hooks have
been of the greategt value and a good deal
of store is set by them. They shonld not
rank as items that ean be destroved, heeause
they have not been used for upwards -f
seven vears. I hope this elauve will be struek
aut so that an opportunity may be given to
preserve these rate hooks,

Clause put and negatived.
Prowress reported.

House adjonrned at 10.37 pon,

Negislative Hasembly,

Tuesday, Sth™November, 1932,

Page
Annnal Tstimates, votes and ltems dlscussed 1029
Public Works nnd 'Bui!dlng: . 1629
Lahour 1040
Chlef Socretnn 1640
_ Fducation . 1047
Tills: Pearling Aet Anumlmcnt, ap, 1861
Henlth Act Amendment, LR, . ... 1681
Marriage Act .-\ml:mlmcnl n. 1661
Western Australian Aged ‘m!on ﬂml &oldlorﬂ
Rellef Fund, returned . . 1061

The SPEAWER taok the Chair at .30
p.m., and rend pravers,



